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Bagual Vineyard  
D.O. Maule - Calivoro 
Garnacha Field blend  
2018 
               Lot #99 
 

       

Old bush-head Garnacha  
   -- next to the river the flows backwards  

 
• Alcohol: 14,5 % vol 
• pH: 3,27 
• Acidity: 6,74 g/l 
• Residual sugar: 1,21 g/l 

 
• 2 704 bottles filled   
• 12 barrels  

 
 
 
In a nutshell 

 
The vineyard is next the Perquilauquen River which flows from the Coastal Range East towards 
the Andes and creates a very unique terroir that is at once alluvial and granitic-- very rare 
passes through old Calivoro bringing granitic silt. 

This vineyard has two deep esteros on each side that lend it terrific drainage. 

The Perquilauquen is wide through this section like a narrow lake and this water body lends 
the fruit cooler conditions than neighboring Melosal or Loncomilla.  

 
What you need to know  
 

The Vineyard & 
Farming 

- 1 of 11 wines we make from single parcels  
- Grower / partner Solar family proprietors of Bagual and Erasmo 
- 150+ years old roots 
- 1.1 hectares  
- 1,5 kg per plant / 3,5oo -  kgs per hectare  
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Winemaking: - Naturally fermented with native yeasts  
- Open top fermenters. Caps were punched down by hand. 

Pressing manual. 
- Aged in barrels over two winters— barrels third use or more. 
- Yeasts native (we add Bagual Garnacha wine from previous 

vintage to a pie de cuba and then inoculate the larger lagar with 
its own native yeasts.)  

- Pinch of sulfites after Malolactic that normally finishes a full 6-7 
months after harvest with next summer´s heat 

Elevage: - Aged in barrels over two winters— barrels third use or more. 
- various cooperages  

Appellation: Maule Valley (old Calivoro) 

Varietal: Garnacha clone from Catalunya-- rare clone 

Color: Intensely purple 

Personality: Well perfumed for one with such broad shoulders—and elegant 
buttressing beneath. 

How many lots? Just the one each year 

Previous Bottlings Bagual Vineyard Garnacha Lot 89 – 2017 
Bagual Vineyard Garnacha Lot 79 – 2016 
Bagual Vineyard Garnacha Lot 69 – 2015 
Bagual Vineyard Garnacha Lot 59 – 2014 
Bagual Vineyard Garnacha Lot 49 – 2013 
 

Ageability 2018 vintage will age 10 years, but the wine has a kind of sweet 
palette today that makes it very approachable 
 
Perspective: 2013 has developed tremendous floral tertiary 
notes that are wonderful and more importantly bode well for 
much longer ageing!  
 

Best drinking House: 2020-30 
 
Darker than many new-world Garnachas, earthy and organic, with a sinewy tension, racy 
acidity and the fine tannins of the variety. 
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The Vintage 
 
- Superb - best year since we began in the neighbourhood in 2006 
- High pressure for mildew thwarted by close attention paid in December  
- Many thought that the extremes of late February > 35 C would be too much, but the old 
plants shutdown and resist like shock absorbers. 
- The many misty mornings of March (fruit cut in April) made us nervous but again in the long 
run it led to proper hang time.  
- With old vines that drink deep any given year is the culmination of the years previous. - 
Perhaps some of the concentration of 18 we owe to the very dry 2017. Perhaps some of the 
purity is from there being less growth of herbs and flowers around the vineyard. 
- But the tannins and balance are very 2018! 
 
- Maule in 2018 was superb. [Robert Parker rated it 96E – E for extraordinary.] 
- What began with worries about the lack of rainfall turned into a terrific quality fruit. Specific 
improvements with control of mildew on the Carignan (Oidio) made for improvements which 
offset less rain falling which should have led to lower yields in the secano. If one manages 
parcel by parcel, cultivating the soil properly, the rains of any given year do not have the 
heightened pendulum effect many assume the olvines acting as shock absorbers. 
 
 
House note 
 
This is a rich and layered red with plum and berry character, spicy, floral and subtle, it has a 
dark ruby color, darker than most Garnachas, earthy and organic. The palate is sinewy, with 
nice acidity and the fine tannins of the Garnacha, perfectly integrated oak and a very tasty 
finish. 

 

Hashtag 
#gwcobagualvineyard  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Scan me! 
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C r i t i c s  N o t e s 
 
LaCav – Mesa de cata 
Bagual Vineyard Garnacha Field-blend 2018 - Lot # 99  96 Pts 
 
 
Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate  
Bagual Vineyard Garnacha Field-blend 2018 - Lot # 99  94 Pts 
The wines from Garage Wine Co. continue to be a challenge, as the names change constantly. 
This lot #99 is the 2018 Bagual Vineyard Garnacha, labeled Garnacha Field Blend in the past, 
and now they put the old spelling of the village of Calivoro on the label! It's from a vineyard 
next the Perquilauquen River that flows from the Coastal Range east toward the Andes and 
creates a very unique terroir that is at once alluvial and granitic as it passes Caliboro bringing 
granitic silt and has terrific drainage. I found more finesse and perfume this time, like the 
character fluctuates between cooler/wetter and warmer/drier years. The tannins here are 
finer than in the 2019 I tasted next to it. Like many of the wines here, this one also improves 
in the glass, so decanting might be a good idea. 4,971 bottles were filled in January 2019. 
 
 
Notes on Previous Vintages from this parcel 
 
Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate # 239 
Bagual Vineyard Garnacha Field-blend 2016 - Lot # 79  94 Pts 
The 2016 Bagual Vineyard Garnacha Field Blend is floral, expressive and perhaps radically 
different, with notes I've never found in previous vintages. It was harvested very early, 
because ripening was very fast, and it has great tension on the palate (it has 7.17 grams of 
acidity!). The bunches of Garnacha here are very small, as Garnacha can be very variable. 
2,584 bottles were filled in December 2018. 
The Garage Wine Co. team doesn't stop innovating; other than the new labels, I also 
previewed some unbottled Sémillon (with and without skins) from 2018. This Sémillon will be 
their second white, which they never really pictured before, after a blanc de noirs País! 

 
Descorchados - Patricio Tapia 
Bagual Vineyard Garnacha Field-blend 2015 - Lot # 69  93 Pts 
Desde Bagual, en el secano del Maule, esta es una garnacha injertada sobre país que es tal 
salvaje como su entorno de lomajes, vegetación de sol y calores extremos. Es impresionante 
cómo las parras pueden vivir allí, solo con el agua que obtienen de la tierra y de la lluvia. Este 
es hijo del rigor, una garnacha profunda en madurez, con textura tremenda, tensa, se agarra 
a la lengua y no la suelta más. Es un vino grande para comida grande. 
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Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate # 239 
Bagual Vineyard Garnacha Field-blend 2015 - Lot # 69  92 Pts 
The 2015 Bagual Vineyard Garnacha Field Blend shows the heat of the vintage. I think these 
grapes from Caliboro tend to show quite ripe in warm years, and this is not an exception. It 
has the Caliboro firm tannins, and I feel this wine might benefit from some more time in bottle. 
 
Tim Atkin MW  
 Bagual Vineyard Garnacha Field-blend 2014 - Lot # 59  93 Pts 

Descorchados - Patricio Tapia 
Bagual Vineyard Garnacha Field-blend 2014 - Lot # 59  93 Pts 
Aromas salvajes, sabores rústicos, boca jugosa. Para acompañar con pernil de cochinillo. Y 
luego abrir otra botella.  
 
 
James Suckling 
 Bagual Vineyard Garnacha Field-blend Field-blend 2014 - Lot # 59  93 Pts 
This is a rich and layered red with plum and berry character. Layered and juicy with lots of fruit 
and ripe tannins. Flavorful finish. Drink now. 

 
Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate # 23o 
 Bagual Vineyard Garnacha Field-blend Field-blend 2014 - Lot # 59  92 Pts 
The 2014 Bagual Vineyard Garnacha Field Blend uses fruit from Caliboro in Maule in 
partnership with the Solar family. The Carignan, Garnacha and Mataró field blend is near the 
banks of the Perquilauquen river, a river that, very unusual for Chile, flows from the Coastal 
Mountains east towards the Andes, passing through Caliboro, bringing granitic silt with it. East 
of Caliboro, it turns north and then west joining the Loncomilla and then the Maule river and 
on out to the Pacific. This is 14.9% alcohol with an incredible pH of 3.08 and 6.38 grams of 
acidity. As all the single vineyard bottlings, it matured in well-seasoned French oak barrels 
over two winters. It's riper and headier, with a little more body from the Syrah. Very tasty and 
with a long, supple finish. None of these wines show any oak whatsoever. 2,222 bottles 
produced. It was bottled in December 2015. 
 
 
Vinous – Antonio Galloni 
Bagual Vineyard Garnacha Field-blend Field-blend 2013 - Lot # 49  93 Pts 
 (Aged in neutral French oak barrels for two years; pH 3.27) Brilliant ruby-red. Potent, mineral-
accented raspberry, cherry liqueur and potpourri aromas are complemented by a suave Asian 
spice note that builds in the glass. Seamless, penetrating and appealingly sweet, offering 
palate-staining red and blue fruit liqueur and floral pastille flavors and an exotic flourish of 
five-spice powder. Finishes sappy, smooth and extremely long, displaying harmonious tannins 
and a lingering suggestion of candied lavender Drink 2018 – 2023 Josh Raynolds 
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Anecdotal narrative 
 
When we first arrived in Caliboro we could not understand why people referred to Caliboro 
Alta at the seemingly wrong end of the property. Then we understood that the river runs 
through Caliboro on its way towards the Andes and not the normal route rover flow in Chile 
« towards the Pacific ocean ». Long story short just past the old cellar [where we work making 
our wines these past 15 years] there is a ferry across the river Perquilauquen where a bridge 
should be. It is a make-shift ferry because the floodplain was so odd they never dared build 
the bridge. What this did was effectively isolate the small hamlet of Calivoro from what is 
already an isolated Maule. Think people on horseback, dirt roads and older customs and ways.  

Of course technically speaking Calivoro differentiates itself from nearby Melosal for its granitic 
soils, but perhaps this out of the way character marks the area all the more.   


